Pat Ryan on How Ucore Is
Leading the Charge Towards
North American Heavy Rare
Earths Processing
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In a recent InvestorNews interview, Ucore Rare Metals Inc.’s
(TSXV: UCU | OTCQX: UURAF) Chairman and CEO Pat Ryan shared
updates on the company’s progress towards becoming a heavy rare
earths processor in North America.

Host Tracy Weslosky began the conversation by acknowledging
Ucore as the front-runner in this pivotal endeavor. Pat
confirmed this, highlighting their RapidSX™ Commercial
Demonstration Plant in Kingston, Ontario where they have been
separating heavy and light rare earths. Pat also provided an
update on their commercial-scale Louisiana Strategic Metals
Complex, where they plan to start producing 900 tons per annum
of heavy rare earths and 1600 tons of light rare earths by the
end of 2024.

Tracy commended Ucore’s progress and asked pertinent questions
about their transformation into a technology leader in the
critical minerals sector. Pat stressed the importance of
bringing critical minerals supply chains to commercial scale,
leveraging their extensive engineering efforts and the modular
ramp-up potential of their RapidSX™ technology.

Discussing Ucore’s recent US$4 million award from the US
Department of Defense, Pat talked about their pricing
strategies, emphasizing their competitive approach based on
Chinese pricing indexes to ensure their customers get reliable
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pricing.

To access the complete interview, click here

Don’'t miss other InvestorNews 1interviews. Subscribe to the
InvestorNews YouTube channel by clicking here

About Ucore Rare Metals Inc.

Ucore is focused on rare- and critical-metal resources,
extraction, beneficiation, and separation technologies with the
potential for production, growth, and scalability. Ucore’s
vision and plan is to become a leading advanced technology
company, providing best-in-class metal separation products and
services to the mining and mineral extraction industry.

Through strategic partnerships, this plan includes disrupting
the People’s Republic of China’s control of the North American
REE supply chain through the near-term development of a heavy
and light rare-earth processing facility in the U.S. State of
Louisiana, subsequent Strategic Metal Complexes in Canada and
Alaska and the 1longer-term development of Ucore’s 100%
controlled Bokan-Dotson Ridge Rare Heavy REE Project on Prince
of Wales Island in Southeast Alaska, USA.

Disclaimer: Ucore Rare Metals Inc. 1is an advertorial member
of InvestorNews Inc.

This interview, which was produced by InvestorNews Inc.
(“InvestorNews”), does not contain, nor does it purport to
contain, a summary of all material information concerning the
Company, 1including important disclosure and risk factors
associated with the Company, its business and an investment 1in
its securities. InvestorNews offers no representations or
warranties that any of the information contained in this
interview 1s accurate or complete.
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This interview and any transcriptions or reproductions thereof
(collectively, this “presentation”) does not constitute, or form
part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any
solicitation of any offer to subscribe for or purchase any
securities in the Company. The information in this presentation
is provided for informational purposes only and may be subject
to updating, completion or revision, and except as may be
required by applicable securities laws, the Company disclaims
any intent or obligation to update any information herein. This
presentation may contain “forward-looking statements” within the
meaning of applicable Canadian securities legislation. Forward-
looking statements are based on the opinions and assumptions of
the management of the Company as of the date made. They are
inherently susceptible to uncertainty and other factors that
could cause actual events/results to differ materially from
these forward-looking statements. Additional risks and
uncertainties, including those that the Company does not know
about now or that it currently deems immaterial, may also
adversely affect the Company’s business or any 1investment
therein.

Any projections given are principally intended for use as
objectives and are not intended, and should not be taken, as
assurances that the projected results will be obtained by the
Company. The assumptions used may not prove to be accurate and a
potential decline in the Company’s financial condition or
results of operations may negatively impact the value of 1its
securities. This presentation should not be considered as the
giving of investment advice by the Company or any of 1its
directors, officers, agents, employees or advisors. Each person
to whom this presentation is made available must make 1its own
independent assessment of the Company after making such
investigations and taking such advice as may be deemed
necessary. Prospective investors are urged to review the



Company’s profile on SedarPlus.ca and to carry out independent
investigations in order to determine their interest in investing
in the Company.

Antimony - Critical or
Strategic or Both?
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China has a very strong position in Antimony and long has had.
Indeed this is the metal it has been dominant in for the
longest. However, like so many other resources this was
squandered through overproduction, predatory pricing and high-
grading. China now finds its domestic share of global production
plunging and to prop up its dominance it has become a leading
importer of artisanal and “conflict” ore from all around the
world. It then processes this imported ore/concentrate and
manages to hold a still dominant position in processed end-
product Antimony Trioxide and other products.

Is the metal strategic? Thus far it does not have the type of
sexy applications that other high-tech metals possess, but it is
still a key component in the things it is used for such as fire
retardants and its historical application as an alloy used to
harden Lead in ordnance/ammunition and Lead-acid storage
batteries.

And now the latest new technology to utilize the metal 1is
Antimony molten salt batteries for mass storage. The potential
here is for a quantum surge in demand. This new application may
be its own undoing if the price of the metal goes too high and
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unravels the economics.
Lighting a Fire Under the Price

After a price slump that lasted several years, and sank the
prospects of several Antimony wannabes, the price of Antimony
started to uptick in 2016. It got to around $8,500 per tonne and
then plunged again to around $5,500. That price was the result
of a regulator-induced swoon over the use of the metal in fire
retardants in children’s pajamas (the culprits being the EU and
State of Massachusetts), however the main application in fire
retardants has not gone away and in the wake of Grenfell Tower
fire in London the regulators act against fire retardants at
their own peril. This was further complicated by the ever-
looming liquidation of the FANYA stockpile, which amounted to
around 19,000 tonnes, which was finally sanctioned by Chinese
courts in 2019. The talk in the trade was that the FANYA stocks
were bought by one of China’s largest Sb producers.
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In the wake of the pandemic and with the marketplace dry of
product, the price has had a fire lit under it by Molten Salt
batteries capturing the Zeitgeist. This move was compounded by
global shortages caused by the Pandemic, the coup in Burma, long
term underinvestment, declining Chinese production and the
arrival of Molten Salt batteries in the commercial marketplace.

The worries about regulators evaporated like Gorillas in the
Mist in the last quarter of 2020 and a stampede to rebuild
stocks occurred sending buyers (notably in the US) into a
feeding frenzy with Antimony becoming the hottest metal in the
last six months (though tussling with Tin for that title)
doubling in price from around $5,500 in late 2020 to nearly
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$11,000, from where it has eased back slightly.

On the supply-side protracted low prices have stymied anything
beyond small-scale production by artisanals outside China.

Molten Salt Batteries as Icing on the Cake

We have written before on how Molten Salt batteries, based on
Antimony are starting to make waves. If Liquid Metal Batteries
become the “killer application” in grid-linked storage (or non-
grid linked) then it potentially lights a fire under Antimony
demand and pricing. The announcement that United States Antimony
Corporation (NYSE: UAMY) had secured an offtake deal with Ambri
for its output lit a fire under the price of that stock in late
2020.

To mix some metaphors, molten salt batteries have flown under
the radar thus far but definitely have a place in the evolving
battery universe and hopefully will take the Antimony market
along for the ride.

In this Third Wave of battery metals, Antimony (the prime
component in Molten Salt batteries) has joined the ranks of
battery metals and the hunt is on for that scarce commodity, the
non-Chinese Antimony miner.

Each GWh of Ambri batteries requires around 1% of current annual
production of these (calcium and Antimony) anode and cathode
materials. This is the closest we have to divining how much
Antimony that the Ambri product line might consume if it gains
traction. Current Sb production is around 170,000 tonnes per
annum, implying that a Gigawatt of Ambri cell utilizes 1.7
tonnes of Antimony.

Thin Pickings amongst Actual & Wannabe Producers

Despite the metal price excitement, the equities markets are


https://investornews.wpengine.com/markets/technology-metals/technology-metals-intel/molten-salt-batteries-hot-but-not-flammable/

starved for options in this metal. The small field consists of
the gold/silver miner, Mandalay Resources Corporation (TSX: MND)
that has Antimony as a by-product from its Costerfield mine in
the Australian state of Victoria, and United States Antimony
with its curious focus upon the Los Juarez Silver-Antimony mine
in Mexico. Red River Resources Limited (ASX: RVR), another
developer basically focused on gold is trying to revive the
Hillsgrove mine in New South Wales (which has Sb as a by-
product) and Perpetua Resources Corp. (NASDAQ: PPTA) which was
formerly called Midas Gold, has a mega project in Idaho (again
with a gold focus) that also has the potential to supply half
the current US demand for Antimony displacing China as the main
supplier to the US. It will be interesting to see if the price
surge broadens the offering in equities markets.



