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When we were recently writing our review of the takeover battle
between Teck Resources Limited (TSX: TECK.A | TSX: TECK.B |
NYSE: TECK) and Glencore PLC (LSE: GLEN) a colleague said,
“don’t forget to mention the Germanium” and we nearly did. It
proved to be an important reminder as Germanium (Gallium) became
eminently newsworthy only a few weeks later when China decided
to turn off the spigots of both metals as part of the tit-for-
tat over Chinese access to Western semiconductor output. The
Chinese ban spurred a surge in Wikipedia and Google traffic as
pundits and journalists scurried to get au fait with the metals.
For us, it was lucky we had been so recently hot off the press
with our thoughts. As for Gallium, we happened to be one of the
few that also knew where a primary Gallium deposit was hiding in
full sight... Though we were not telling.
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